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Q Couple restores 
home built by Camas 
educator Nora Self 


By Clarice Keating 
Post-Record staff 
lowers in the yard were few 
when Gwen and _ Scott 
Campbell discovered the 
quaint house at 1607 N. Division St. 
But the inside of the house was a 
treasure trove of history and life. 

Five years ago, when it was 
becoming clear to the Campbells 
that their little home on Prune Hill 
just wasn't big enough, they began 
house-hunting. One day, Gwen and 
Scott were driving home in defeat 
after a potential sale had fallen 
through, and they spotted the place 
with the bedraggled garden across 
the street from Crown Park. 

On a whim, they stopped to look. 

“Jt was fate,” Gwen said. “We saw 
the character and the charm about 
it and fell in love.” 

There were curiously old-fash- 
ioned appliances, pocket doors, 
knotty pine cabinets, and the letters 
“NS” forged into the wrought iron 
railing on the front porch. 

Names and initials were carved 
on a built-in phone table. Gwen 
could just picture the children of the 
past residents — in their teen 
years, maybe — gabbing on the tele- 
phone whittling away at the wood 
finish. 

There was a studio around back 
where Gwen, an artist by trade, 
could work. Everything had a story, 
and the Campbells were excited to 
uncover the mysteries. 

That day came on Thanksgiving 
Eve, when the family began moving 
in its belongings. They found the 
house's original floor plans in the 
closet of the main entryway. It had 
been custom-built in 1956 by a 
woman named Nora Self. The cou- 
ple soon found out that the original 
owner, a Camas High School princi- 
pal and educator for 33 years, had 
left a legacy in her wake, far beyond 
the walls of the fascinating house. 

“The name of Miss Nora Self 
remains imprinted on charters of a 
long list of Camas charitable orga- 
nizations as well as in the hearts of 
hundreds who knew and loved her 
through her long life of service and 
achievement,” read an obituary, 
Printed in the Post-Record. Self had 
passed away on Jan. 18, 1958, just 
over a year after moving into her 
newly built house. 

During her life, Self was a tireless 
volunteer for the efforts at home 
during World Wars I and II. She 
very nearly single-handedly orga- 
nized the American Legion 
Auxiliary, and was instrumental in 
establishing the first Girls [sports] 
League conference in the state. 

She was the first woman on the 
Camas Planning Commission and 
Was honored by Washington State 

Riversity (then known as 
Washington State College) “f 
moting public interest ree Haat 
ty welfare.” pit 
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“a teed Principal's birthday 
Self Day.” extra dapper on “Nora 
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Old-fashioned appliances, pocket doors, knotty pine cabinets, and the letters “NS” forged into the wrought iron railing on the front porch were among 
the characteristics of a house Gwen Campbell purchased five years ago. When Gwen and her husband Scott Campbell began remodeling the home, 
they soon discovered the original floor plans, designed by Nora Self, a prominent Camas educator who passed away in 1958. Gwen, an artist by trade, 
also added her own personal touch to the house by spending more than a year to install art murals in the bathrooms and laundry porch (photos above). 


tified only as “AH” 
recalled memories of 


the woman. 
“Later I visited 
with her in her 


attractive new and 
modern little home,” 
AH said. “She was 
always interested in 
current school news. 
She would reminisce 
of many of the experi- 
ences above and 
would recall numer- 
ous students by 
name, giving their 
families, locations, 
and other details 
drawn from school 
days and later.” 

Fast forward to a 
Thanksgiving _ holi- 
day more than four 
decades later as the 
Campbells  discov- 
ered with delight 
that many of the 
then-modern _ trap- 
pings were still func- 
tional. 

So the remodel became a sort of 
tribute to Self's vision. 

“My husband and J tried to keep 
the updates with the era of the 
home,” Gwen said. We thought that 
it [was] very important. So many 
times older homes are redone and 
they lose the charm they were 
aes oe to have.” AaDan 

e project moved forward, it 
became the Campbells’ secondary 
full-time job. They put in a new dri- 
veway, new siding, windows, and 
doors, and tore out walls and gutted 
whole rooms. 

In addition to the traditional 


Nora Self personally supervised the building plans car- 
ried out by carpenters during the construction of her 
home at 1607 N. Division St. Small features like this “NS” 
forged into the wrought iron railing on the front porch are 
peppered throughout the structure. Self passed away in 
1958, one year after the house was finished. Today, own- 
ers Gwen and Scott Campbell remodeled to highlight the 
era of the home and its unique charm. 


remodeling projects, Gwen began 
giving the place her own artists’ 
touch. In the two bathrooms, she 
spent more than a year installing a 
custom tile montage that encom- 
passes the entire shower and fans 
out the sides. Life-size frogs rest on 
lily pads, splish-splashing through 
the morning showers of the house's 
residents. 

There are cranes, frogs, dragon- 
flies and many other creatures 
peeking through the cattails, Gwen 
said. 


She also gave this special touch 
to a utility counter. The tile art is 


crafted from stone, 
slate, stained glass and 
shards of the original 
mirror from the bath- 
rooms. 

Gwen and Scott's 

very labor was very 
visible, as they toiled in 
the yard and around 
the house. Visitors 
would wander up to 
check out their 
progress. 
“An older gentleman 
stopped by one day,” 
Gwen said. “He said he 
lived here when he was 
a young boy, and he 
just came to see what 
we had done to the 
place.” 

When she led him 
through the house, the 
man cried, Gwen said. 

“It was really sweet,” 
she added. 

Drive past today, 
and notice a “for sale” 
sign outside the old 
place on Division 
Street. The Campbells are consider- 
ing a move. Their son has grown up 
and moved out, so these days it's 
just the arate hat and a handful 
of pets living there. 

sale said it's sad to think about 
leaving the house they put so much 
love and effort into. How can you 

ut a price on a place so rich with 


tory? 

“We have had many people stop 
by as we worked outside who knew 
Nora and thanked us for restoring 
the home,” Gwen said. “They said 
Nora would be proud.” 
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Nora Self was the principal of 
Camas High School for 33 
years and was well known 
throughout the Camas commu- 
nity “for promoting public inter- 
est in community welfare.” 


“They said 


Nora would 
be proud.” 


— Gwen 
Campbell, on her 
remodel of a 
historical home 
built by Nora Self 


